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Documents on the cultural-educational relations of Iran and Poland in the shoraye aali
maaref/farhang (Supreme Council of Sciences)

Abstract:

On the 20th of Esfand 1300 (11th of March 1922), the law of the establishment of the “Supreme
Council of Sciences," consisting of 15 articles, was legislated by the National Consultative
Assembly (4th term) with the aim of developing sciences in Iran. 8 months later, on the 7th of
Mehr 1301 (30th of September 1922), the first session of the council was held. 14 duties were
defined for the council, among them the evaluation of the degrees obtained by Iranian students
studying abroad and equating them with the Iranian degrees, awarding medals and decorations
to foreign and domestic scientists, and issuance of the establishment permit for international
schools in Iran. Not only was Poland among the countries whose names were mentioned in the
meeting minutes of the council negotiating the three duties above, but it was also emphasized in
the enactments regarding the curriculum of studies that subjects on the history and geography
of Poland must be contained in the textbooks.

Using the meeting minutes and the enactments of the council, this article, with the help of the
analytic descriptive method, discusses the cultural-educational relations of Iran and Poland in the
Pahlavi era in some aspects, such as the education of Iranian students in Polish universities, the
awarding of a medal to one of the Polish orientalists who was a Hafez scholar, and the issuance
of an establishment permit for a farming school to one of the Polish residents in Iran.
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